
 
SYMPOSIUM 
Jews and Other Groups Who  
Resisted the Nazis: Means,  
Motivations, and Limitations 
 
Friday, April 28, 9:30am-4:15pm 
820 Social Sciences Building, UC Berkeley 
Register to attend. Image: A Jewish partisan group in German-occupied Soviet 

territories, c. 1942-1944. From the Wiener Holocaust 
Library Collections

This event will be held at Social Science Matrix (820 Social Sciences 
Building, UC Berkeley). Please register to attend.  
 
Register to attend: https://forms.gle/hH2jAamVLRrwstSm6

This day-long symposium will probe what remains an under-examined topic in 
the history of World War II and the Holocaust: the multivarious paths through 
which ordinary men and women resisted the Nazis. While scholarship on the 
choices, backgrounds, and motivations of perpetrators and collaborators has 
become quite robust, it is only in recent years that resistance has received 
growing scholarly scrutiny.

At this interdisciplinary, comparative symposium, historians and sociologists 
focusing on a variety of locales from Eastern Europe, to France to North Afri-
ca to the Netherlands, will explore a range of subjects that illuminate distinc-
tive paths of resistance, among both Jews and non-Jews. Through their case 
studies, they will illuminate how factors that include religious community and 
theology, proximate danger, pre-war political engagement, and social geogra-
phy could become decisive in the choice and circumstances of resistance. 

Co-sponsored by Social Science Matrix, the Center for Jewish Studies, Helen 
Diller Institute for Jewish Law and Israel Studies, and the Berkeley Center for 
the Study of Religion. Coordinated by Dr. Ethan Katz, Associate Professor of 
History and Jewish Studies and a 2022-2023 Matrix Faculty Fellow.


